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Bi-Ennial Conference 2022

April 21 – 23  
Madison, Wisconsin

PRE-CONFERENCE WORKSHOPS

9:00 – 16:15 
Ballroom A

Theory-Theory turns 30-something: Reflections and new 
directions
Organizers:

Kara Weisman, University of California, Riverside

Kirsten Lesage, Boston University

Kathleen Corriveau, Boston University

Rebekah Richert, University of California, Riverside

Confirmed Invited Speakers:

Kirsten Lesage, Boston University • Kara Weisman, University of California, Riverside

Susan Gelman, University of Michigan • Alison Gopnik, University of California, Berkeley

Henry Wellman, University of Michigan • Florencia Anggoro, College of the Holy Cross

Julian Jara-Ettinger,Yale University • Kristin Shutts, University of Wisconsin-Madison

Jinjing Jenny Wang, Rutgers University • Michelene Chi, Arizona State University

John Coley, Northeastern University • Tamsin German, University of California, Santa Barbara

Paul Harris, Harvard University • Chuck Kalish, University of Wisconsin-Madison

 Workshop Summary:

Theory-theory has had tremendous reach within cognitive developmental science and beyond, extending 
from its early roots in “folk psychology,” “folk biology,” and “naive physics,” to more recent explorations 
of the development of “intuitive sociology,” “folk anthropology,” “intuitive archeology,” “folk philosophy of 
mind,” and so on. In this pre-conference, the CDS community is invited to come together to reflect on 
how this theoretical perspective has evolved over the past three decades, how the diversification of our 
methods and content areas has pushed this collective research program forward, and what questions and 
controversies remain to be explored.

The day will begin with a structured mentorship program between junior and senior scholars, followed by 
a “fireside chat” discussion with the authors of two of the seminal papers that popularized theory-theory 
among cognitive developmentalists: Drs. Susan Gelman, Alison Gopnik, and Henry Wellman. In a keynote 
symposium we will hear from leading scholars on some of the cutting-edge research that is pushing the 
field’s understanding of “folk theories” forward, including work on how language and culture shape folk 
biology (Dr. Florencia Anggoro), work employing computational modeling and cultural comparison (Dr. 
Julian Jara-Ettinger), work on “folk sociology” (Dr. Kristin Shutts), and work on children’s active information 
seeking (Dr. Jinjing Jenny Wang). After a leisurely lunch, we will host a second “fireside chat” discussion 
with senior scholars whose work has defined, transformed, and challenged “theory-theory,” including Drs. 
Michelene Chi, John Coley, Tamsin German, Paul Harris, and Chuck Kalish. The day will conclude with a 
“flash talk” session and a poster session featuring new and ongoing work by early-career researchers.


